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At the time of writing the 14 square miles of Stoke Gifford consists of the main
village, Little Stoke, Harry Stoke and of course Nowhere. Winterbourne,
Almondsbury, Patchway, Filton, Stapleton, Hambrook and Frenchay are its
neighbours. Two thirds of Bradley Stoke is in the parish. The one thousand
acre development, first planned in 1982, began to take shape in 1988 with its
proposed industry, 8,500 houses, 7- schools, playing fields, shops and Social
Services. John Cope, the Northavon MP, cut the first turf in March 1987 with
a JCB excavator instead of the traditional spade, and the diggers and builders
set to work.

It is hard to realise that little more than 100 years ago there were just 50 families
living here. If planes had been flying in those days an aerial photograph would
have shown a large blanket of green fields, dotted with woods, hedges, trees,
lanes, footpaths and the brooks flowing through, with a Church, parsonage,
school, some farms and houses, an Inn or two and Stoke Park in the far corner.

After the railway embankment sliced the village in two in 1858, houses were
built for the employees. Between the two World Wars there were more houses
for the aircraft workers, mainly in the Little Stoke area. Clusters of small
housing estates appeared in the 1960's, mainly in the same area, but by the
1980's they had sprung up rapidly all over the parish. In 1989 one could hardly
count the number of roundabouts which sprang up like mushrooms along the

By the twenty-first century it may be hard to see a green patch in the aerial
picture.

But the scene had been changing long before the nineteenth century ..... 1
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EARLY HISTORY

Suspicions that the Romans were here before us came in 1880 when a report
by J.F. Nicholls to the Society of Antiquaries described "a young artisan of
Bristol who, while gathering primroses, saw on the bank of a brook near Filton
(one of the tributaries of the River Frome) some pottery at which he flung a
stone - his aim was true, the pottery was broken ... to his astonishment out
poured into the water an avalanche of coins. Amongst those he examined none
were earlier than Licinius or later than Constans. Roman eating habits were
suggested in the 1920's when very large snails were found near the Vicarage
gates (and collected by a Bristol restaurant), and later when oyster shells were
found by Harry Maule in his garden nearby. These suspicions were confirmed
when the Bristol University Archaeological Research Group under Dr.A.J.Parker
came in 1977-78, and '82 to excavate the site of the present Bovis homes in
Hatchett Lane near the brook and railway line (in Smithy's field, as we knew
it in the 1930's).

They discovered part of a Roman settlement, and the coins suggested the
occupation to be about A.D 270 - 350. Earth-moving machines and previous
floodings had destroyed much of the site, but a circular structure was discovered
with floors tightly packed with limestone fragments. Many hearths and ovens
were found, with .iron slag, coal and droplets from bronze castings, and
whetstones, also domestic pottery, iron nails and hob-nails. Two skeletons were
found, both facing East, without grave goods. One was in a cist grave with
floor slabs and side slabs meeting at a peak over the body. The other, presumably
later, was a shallow grave with the skeleton barely covered with stones. These
were late Roman.

There is a wall and ditch under a back garden in Holyrood Close in the area
where bronze bracelets and a ring were discovered. A pavement was found
in the Mead Road area, and pottery and a Saxon spear in the Bradley Stoke
area. The population, probably rural and military, might have been quite large,
as it was so close to the roads for Gloucester, Aust, Sea Mills, Filton, Bath
etc.
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THE MIDDLE AGES

As the Romans moved out in about 350 AD, no doubt leaving a few of our
ancestors behind, Christianity had been spreading through the land. Before
the Domesday Book had stated in 1085 that 'Stoche hath one priest', the Saxons
may have moved to the present school green area, building a little wooden church
and priest's house, with a manor nearby. The Norman Church may have been
built on the same site, followed by the present mediaeval one, which still has
a Norman font,

In mediaeval times this area was park land and the village green was in the
Rock Lane area. The main grazing common was in the Mead Road area. The
focal point, where the Giffards probably built their Manor, was further up North
Road in the Parsonage field area. Part of this field can still be seen in the
1980's behind the Bovis and Westbury homes on the right hand side of Hatchett
Lane going towards Little Stoke.
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"During the building work in Parsonage Field, between March 1984 and November
1985, James Russell and John Hunt, together with other members of the Bristol
and Avon Archaeological Research Group (BAARG) carried out limited rescue
excavations in six separate areas, all of which have now been covered over
by houses and gardens. Evidence was found for more or less continuous occupation
betwen the 12th and early 18th centuries.

Two of the areas examined produced evidence of 12th to early 14th century
timber buildings, represented by post-holes and gullies. One of these early
mediaeval buildings, a small structure only ten feet square, seems to have been
a kitchen or bake-house, as it contained a central oven, later replaced by an
open hearth. Scattered on the floor were oyster, cockle and mussel shells,
together with many fragments of late 13th - early 14th century glazed wine
jugs. Most of these were made locally in the Redcliffe area of Bristol, but
some of very fine quality had been imported from S.W. France. Another
important find of the same period was a Redcliffe ware roof ventilator or 'louver',
the most complete object of its kind yet found in the Bristol region. The high
quality of the pottery strongly suggests that this little building formed part
of the Manor House of the Giffard family; it seems to have been demolished
soon after 1323, when the Giffards lost the estate.

In the later 14th and 15th centuries more substantial buildings, constructed
of local limestone bonded with yellow clay, were put along the eastern edge
of Parsonage Field, facing on to what was then the village green. Parts of four
of these late mediaeval stone houses were excavated, including a large farmhouse
and the probable parsonage.
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The large farmhouse was over 70 feet long, with at least three ground floor
rooms and a projecting 'garderobe' or privy block on the west side; it had extensive
outbuildings which partly covered the site of the supposed Giffard 'Manor House'.
The main room or 'hall' of the farmhouse originally had an open central hearth;
this was replaced during the sixteenth century by a chimney stack containing
two ovens. Around 1600 the farmhouse seems to have been pulled down, much
of its stonework being removed for use elsewhere; parts of a late 16th century
jug were found in one of the pits dug by the stone-robbers.

The other stone buildings in the field seem to have gradually gone out of use
during the 17th and early 18th centuries. The last to survive was probably the
Parsonage, which stood in a patch of ground called 'Glebe' in the south-east
corner of the field. Partial excavation of this building revealed a complicated
sequence of structural alterations which continued into the late 17th century,
when one of the main rooms was provided with a wooden floor of which the
joist impressions survived. Records kept by the Bishop of Bristol indicate that
the Parsonage had become ‘very much out of repair' by 1735 and was no longer
in existence by 1766; the finds of pottery and glass from the demolition layers
seem to confirm that the building was abandoned in the mid 18th century. Later
vicars lived outside the parish until the present vicarage was built near the
Church in the 1860's. The ruins of the old parsonage were thoroughly robbed
of stone and the site cultivated as a garden, so that nothing remained visible
above ground. Elsewhere in the field low humps and bumps in the grass served
to mark sites of abandoned buildings until housing development began in 1984."

This area, being adjacent to the village green, may have been the subject of
an investigation in Richard II's reign "to enquire of the parcel of land which
this Maurice Berkeley had enclosed at Stoke and thereof made a park without
the King's lycense, wherein many of the King's liege people claimed common.
As above to arrest divers rebellious persons in Stoke, Winterbourne and Frampton,
who war-likely arrayed, had made some attempts thereupon". Stoke Gifford
people have always stood up for their rights.

Meanwhile there were other people living in HARRY STOKE and James Russell
describes the archaeological activity there:- "The earthworks on the west side
of the road almost certainly mark the site of a mediaeval manor-house or farm;
limited excavations by Bristol City Museum in the summer of 1986 revealed
remains of late mediaeval stone buildings similar to those in Parsonage field.
A further excavation in the same area is planned by Avon County Council later
this year (1987) and more work may take place in subsequent years before planned
development starts around 1990. The purpose of the earthworks on the east
side of the road is less clear".
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A. Spread of C13-14 Pottery
B. Site of 13th/14th Century Manor House
C. Arrowhead found here

D. 13th/Early 14th Century kitchen or bakehouse

E. Late 14th/15th Century store building R .
F. 15th/17th Century farm buildings Mediaeval Re-construction
E. Late 14th-15th Century store building of Parsonage field

F. 15th/17th Century farmhouse and green area

G. 16th/17th Century farmhouse

H. 16th/17th Century farmhouse

' LORDS OF THE MANOR

Duns was the last Saxon Thane, or Thegn (noble landowner) to hold the manors
of Stoke, Brimpsfield, Rookington and Oldbury in Gloucestershire. One could
imagine a man in ancient times plunging a stake into the land which he wished
to claim-hence the word "Stoche", as in the Domesday Book, then "Stoke", coming
to mean "property". "Thegn" had originally meant "servant". Duns, or Dunn,
was the Saxon word for a pale colour, so the noble lord may have been fair-haired.
In contrast, the man who took over from him could have been corpulent - the
Norman word "Gifarde" meaning "one with round cheeks and a double chin"
or a "cook". ‘



Norman Count Osbern Giffard was given his Manors by William the Congueror
as a reward for his military service in the Conquest. His family, who came
from Longueville-la-Gifarde near Scie, founded the priory of Sainte Foy to
which the Manor of Newton Longueville in Buckinghamshire later belonged.
(J.H. Round 'Family Origins"). He was succeeded by his son Helias, followed
by several more named Helias and some named John. The family replaced the
wooden Saxon Churches with stone ones and in King Stephen's reign built a large
castle as their headquarters at Brimpsfield overlooking Ermine Street. Their
lands were seized by King John after the Barons' revolt and Magna Carta in
1215, but were restored by Henry Il in 1217. Aggressive and independent through
the generations, one Helias defied the Abbot of Gloucester by hanging his own
men in 1221, and one "Sir Johann Gyffard le Rych" fought the Sheriff of
Gloucester at Quedgeley in 1264, He (or a later John) was granted Llandovery
Castle as a Marcher Lord. He married Maud, widow of the Earl of Salisbury,
and had a daughter who was to become St. Katharine of Ledbury (There is a
St. Katharine's Well in nearby Bredon).

The most notorious Giffard was the last one, Sir John Giffard. He joined the
rebellion against King Edward the Second and captured the city of Gloucester
by entering the gates hidden in a bale of wool. Later he raided the royal baggage
train, which made the King send an army to destroy the castle "so that not
one stone should stand upon another". He was taken prisoner at Boroughbridge
and was hung, drawn and quartered at Gloucester. A seventeenth century
chronicler refers to a monument in his memory at Stoke Gifford Church, but
there is now no trace of this. His effigy is in Leckhampton Church.

His manors were confiscated and given to the King's favourite, Hugh Despenser.
In 1327 after the King's murder at Berkeley Castle they were given to his gaoler,
Sir John Maltravers. His brotherin-law, the Earl of Berkeley, was away from
England at the time and was not responsible for the murder, so he retained
his Castle. (The bloody hand on a Berkeley Coat of Arms which used to hang
in Stoke Gifford Church refers not to this murder but to that particular Berkeley
taking part in the occupation of Ireland). Maurice de Berkeley held the Manor
from 1337.

In the fifteenth century Sir William Berkeley, knighted by Richard the Third
and High Sheriff of Gloucestershire, fled overseas after the battle of Bosworth.
His estates were seized by Henry the Seventh and given to lJasper, Duke of
Bedford, but they were returned to him after he was pardoned. His three year
old son John succeeded him.

Sir Richard Berkeley, who built Stoke Park, was Lieutenant of the Tower of
London and High Sheriff and Deputy Lieutenant of Gloucestershire., He lived
during the reigns of Henry- VIll, Edward VI, Queen Elizabeth | and King James
I, (in whose reign he was a member of Parliament), His effigy can be seen in
the Lord Mayor's Chapel in Bristol.

Sir Maurice Berkeley, who sat in King Charles's Parliament, was described as
a man who "with much quiet ... reapeth the fruite of a peaceable country life
at Stoke Gifford, ancient and often mentioned seat of his ancestors". (Smythe's
history of Gloucestershire). The first available records of Stoke Gifford were
made during his time.



The last Berkeley, Norborne, took a great interest in heraldry. He applied for
a pedigree from the College of Arms and found he could claim the ancient barony
of Botetourt, created in 1305 and in abeyance for 358 years. The claim was
substantiated by the House of Lords in 1764, and for the few years before his
death he was Lord Botetourt. Junius described him as 'a cringing, bowing,
fawning, swordbearing courtier'. But he was more kindly referred to by Horace
Walpole as "totally ruined but quite charmed". His great efforts at restoring
Stoke Park had made him bankrupt. In 1768 he became the last Governor of
Virginia, our first and last colony in America, and died two years later in
Williamsburg aged 53. There is a memorial tablet to him in Stoke Gifford Church
and a statue in Bristol. The Lordship of the Manor passed to his sister Elizabeth,

Duchess of Beaufort.

The tenth Duke of Beaufort was host to Queen Mary, widow of George the Fifth,
during the Second World War. He was Master of the Horse to Queen Elizabeth
the Second and he initiated the Badminton Horse Trials on his estate.

The Giffards held the Manor for more than two hundred years, the Berkeleys
for more than four hundred years and the Beauforts for 145 years.

There were really three manors in the Parish. The Giffards and Berkeleys held
Stoke and Walls; HARRY STOKE was a separate manor. It was held by Aldred,
tenant of King Harold in Saxon times; Theobald, tenant of the Bishop of Coutances
in Norman times; and by the Blount and de Filton families in mediaeval times.
The Berkeleys bought it in the sixteenth century to join the other two manors.

Furon

HAMBROOK .

The Manors of Stoke
Gifford, Harry Stoke
and Walls, 14th Century
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The Beaufort Arms 1978

THE SALE OF A VILLAGE (by Tom Cecil)

The Stoke Gifford Estate, as it was known until 1915, was owned lock, stock
and barrel by the Duke of Beaufort, and on November 4th 1915, just one year

after the Great War had started, he directed the sale by auction of the whole
village.

This comprised valuable freehold property containing over 2,300 acres which
included 8 Dairy Farms, known as Walls Court, Stanley, Harry Stoke, Little
Stoke, Bailey's Court, Cold Harbour, Court Farm and Knightwood, with several
small holdings from 4 to 50 acres each.

The fully licensed Inn, the Beaufort Arms, and various houses and cottages,
produced altogether an annual rent of around £2,920. The auction was carried
out by Moses Smith and Sons, 42 Baldwin Street, Bristol at the Grand Hotel,
Broad Street, Bristol on November 4th 1915.

The Stoke Gifford Estate comprised practically the entire parish of Stoke Gifford
with some portions situated at Filton, Patchway and Winterbourne. The Estate
was advantageously situated in a highly favoured agricultural district and was
maintained at a very high level. Most of the farmhouses were superior residences,
the buildings modern, ample and in excellent condition. The farms were
intersected by good roads and had exceptional railway facilities, being close
to the city of Bristol and having easy access to good markets, and some portions
of the Estate possessed considerable prospective building value.

Cold Harbour Farm Little Stoke Farmhouse Stanley Farmhouse



Baileys Court Farmhouse Bailiff's House and Farm Buildings
and Buildings

The summary of the Estate was split up into 70 lots.

No. | lot was Walls Court Farm which comprised 315 acres, and No. 70 was
a cottage and garden comprising of 2 Rods and 5 Perches at an annual rent
of £10.

Most of the property was bought at the auction by the tenants who had farmed
and lived there for years. '

The Beaufort Arms was withdrawn as it did not fetch the reserve figure of £350
but was sold privately for £295 6 months later to Mr. Samuel and Mrs. Mary
Phipps, who held the licence for many years. They also had a bungalow built
opposite the Pub at the top of Hatchett Lane, and this was the only building
on that land which stretched down to Mead Road - today this land is part of
the Bovis Estate.

Little Stoke Farm was the biggest in the Parish, containing an area of 434 acres,
19 perches, which included 4 cottages and gardens. Only 2 red brick cottages
in Little Stoke Lane remain of that vast farm - they are still in excellent
condition and are occupied by local families. Plaques can be seen on these and
other properties with the Beaufort 'B' and a crown and the date of the building.
The Wimpey Estate is now built on what were once cereal fields and the grazing
land for many sheep and up to 100 milking cows. The Farm itself stood in Clay
Lane, where Tetbury and Morley Close now stand.
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Admiral Close PEOPLE

Francis Arden Close was a larger-than-life character who came to Stoke Gifford
in the nineteenth century. His father was Dean Close of Cheltenham, who
founded schools, and the Teacher Training College in Cheltenham which was
the pattern for the Fishponds College in Bristol. His grandfather was a friend
of the Duke of Richmond (whose name is remembered on Clifton roads). They
used to attend the Hotwells Spa together. He himself rose quite rapidly to
the rank of Admiral, having been decorated for his bravery in fighting pirates
on the China Seas and serving in South America and Russia. He possessed a
picture of the first experiment of landing a heavy 84cwt gun on a breaching
battery.

On his retirement he went to live at Thornbury Castle and then moved to Stoke
Park as a tenant of the Duke of Beaufort. He and his wife involved themselves
enthusiastically with Stoke Gifford life, visiting the sick and poor people and
giving them a joint of beef for Christmas. He was at the centre of a storm
at the time of the 1894 Church restoration as he disagreed with Vicar Tibbits
and caused the Duke of Beaufort to give him and the tenant farmers notice
to quit. This was only cancelled by his resigning from the Churchwardenship
and undertaking not to take part in the repair programme.

After moving to Bristol he became a City Councillor and later High Sheriff.
He was actively involved with the Bristol Sailors Home and the Waifs and Strays
Society (which later became the Church of England Childrens Society).

heBurdens

2

Mrs Burden Reverend

Admiral &
Burden Mrs Close

After working in the East End of London in the late nineteenth century the
Reverend Harold Nelson Burden and his wife Katharine were missionaries with
the Ojibway Indians in the backwoods of Canada. After tragically losing their
children in a fire they returned to England and devoted their lives to the interests
of unfortunate people. 11



Before her marriage Katharine had trained in social work under Octavia Hill,
the social reformer, who wrote of her "quiet, gentle manner and familiarity
with the poor and their ways ... being firm, kindly and chatty”. She retained
these qualities throughout her life. She worked in close partnership with her
husband, and when he was chaplain of Horfield Prison, she opened up the Royal
Victoria Home in a house nearby for the after-care of women prisoners, alcoholics
and girls in moral danger.

Eight years before the big Stoke Gifford sale they bought Stoke Park to care
for mentally handicapped children and adults. The nation was becoming
increasingly aware of their needs and Mr. Burden was appointed to a Royal
Commission of Enquiry and sat on the Board of Control.

After visiting Germany to study their Colony System Mr. and Mrs. Burden adapted
Stoke Park on those principles. The girls lived in the Dower House and the
boys in Ivy Lodge, a converted stable block. The Chaplaincy was held by the
Vicars of Stoke Gifford until the 1970's. As numbers grew, while the girls
remained at Stoke Park, the boys lived in 3 houses on Purdown (then West Side)
in Stapleton.

The Parish of Stapleton was given to the monks of St. James in 1174 and during
Sir Richard Berkeley's time was in the manor of Stoke Gifford. Heath House
was the Hospital of St. Bartholomew until the dissolution of the Monasteries
and had been the home of the Smyth family for two centuries before being
purchased by Mr. Burden. Beech House, formerly Stapleton Grove, built by
Joseph Harford, a Sheriff and Lord Mayor of Bristol and friend of Edward Burke,
was occupied for a short time by Rajah Ram Mohun Roy, a well known social
leader and friend of Mary Carpenter. When he died he was buried in the garden
and was later transferred to Arno's Vale near the old Bristol Omnibus Company's
headquarters (which had moved from Filton) where there is a memorial to him.
The Elms was occupied by blind, deaf and crippled boys, who would move about
in pairs, helping each other. The Burdens also purchased Whittington Hall in
Derbyshire, Hanham Hall, with its eighteenth century shell-headed entrance,
and Leigh Court. Leigh Court belonged to the Abbey of St. Augustine until
the dissolution, housed King Charles Il after the battle of Worcester and
entertained the future King Edward VIl when Prince of Wales. It was also the
home of Dame Grace Gethin who is remembered by her bestowal of the 'Gethin
Shilling' to widows at Westminster Abbey, during Lent.

The aim of the Burdens was to give the children, as they were called, no matter
their ages, a happy and healthy life. While the really incapable were cared
for in the wards the younger ones were at the excellent school and Occupational
Therapy Unit. The whole organisation was called the National Institution for
Persons requiring Care and Control, with headquarters at Stoke Park and was
the first of its kind in Britain.

They were almost self sufficient as they were instructed in farming and market
gardening. (The homecured bacon and sausages were delicious before the Holy
Communion service in the Chapel). They were also trained in boot-making,
tailoring, carpentry, domestic skills, weaving, brush-making and needlework.
One very handicapped boy did beautiful embroidery with his toes. They acted
in plays and concerts and the girls danced the Maypole every year.

The Burdens moved to Clevedon Hall in 1914 and had the children to stay for
holidays and domestic training.
12



The Colony Girls and Boys were a familiar sight going for walks in the lanes
or going to their outside jobs, the girls wearing similar patterned but different
coloured dresses and the boys in red jerseys. The girls would walk to the Parish
Church at Stoke Gifford when the weather was fine and walk all the way back;
later they had a bus to take them. Services were held at Stoke Park and West
Side every Sunday and Wednesday. The Heath House boys had a flourishing
brass band and would accompany the service.

Before Mr. Burden died in 1930 he put the Institution in trust to the Nation
for charitable purposes. He is described on the memorial clock tower as a 'man
of vision, faith, genius and unfailing courage, a pioneer in mental work and
research'. Katharine had died in 1919 and was buried at Ridgeway, the burial
place for Colony patients. It was her dying wish that her husband should marry
Miss Gladys Williams, their friend and superintendent, thus continuing the family
atmosphere. Gladys carried on the good work as Warden giving considerable
financial assistance to both Stoke Park and Stoke Gifford Church. During her
time more money was given to research and the enlargement of the clinic.
A new nurses' home was built and in 1939 the Burden Neurological Institute
was opened, being run separately from the Colony under Professor Golla. After
her death in 1939 Lieut. Colonel Eric Brown was appointed as warden. With
the creation of the National Health service in 1948 Stoke Park Colony became
a hospital. The children became patients but the tradition of their welfare
and health continued with some improvements - they wore their own clothes,
watched television and had pocket money and still went to Clevedon for their
holidays, but not to Clevedon Hall. St. Brandon's (Clergy Daughters') School
had acquired it after leaving Bristol for a temporary home at Wells during the
war.

Vicars and Others

The Church has a long list of clergymen - starting with a Saxon priest, going "
through the Middle Ages to the present day. Things seemed to have happened
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth the First. One wonders why William Kinge
resigned and why George Holmes was deprived in 1597. They were troubled
times.

In the early nineteenth century Parson Parker wrote a series of Pastoral letters
to his parishioners when he was ill. Most of them were directed at '"Liars
Swearers - Drunkards - Sabbath breakers - Thieves - Unclean persons - Sluggards
~ Pamperers of the Flesh - Lovers of the World - and Others of a Kindred Stamp"
and he warned them of their doom. But he reminded a faithful remnant "a little
flock", that they need not fear death if they continued to be good. He sold
so many copies (one still in the Church and beautifully printed and bound) that
he opened a library with the profits. He also remarked on the number of villagers
who lived to a ripe old age and quoted one family whose combined ages totalled
776 years averaging 85 years each. This tendency was probably always there,
as it has been quoted elsewhere - some attributed it to the water. 13



The living was vacant for ten years before Vicar Newman Tibbits was installed
in 1873. The previous vicar George Salt and other applicants could not stand
the noise of the trains right outside the Vicarage. Vicar Tibbits lodged at Court
Farm for a while before moving into the Vicarage, and he stayed in office for
45 years. Some older people remember him as an energetic white-bearded man
who rode round the village on a tricyle made by George Taylor at the Post Office.
As well as being the Postmaster Mr. Taylor had installed a petrol pump, hand-
worked in two actions pulling a lever for each gallon, which cost less than a
shilling.

David Railton Jones lodged with Mr & Mrs. Powell at Jessamine Cottage before
moving to the vicarage in 1917. Harry Powell was a carpenter, wheelwright
and undertaker. His father John was a sexton, verger and unofficial vet. There
were times when he would be called out of a Church Service to tend to a sick
animal.

When the vicar found some youngsters playing cricket with makeshift gear he
took them in the car to Loxton's, the sports shop in Gloucester Road, and bought
proper equipment. Thus was born the Stoke Gifford Cricket Club. They played
in "Smithy's field” opposite the Vicarage and there were only two snags - they
were not allowed to play on Sundays and Good Fridays and they had to clear
the cowpats from the pitch before they could play.

The Tennis Club met on the Vicarage lawn. Everyone enjoyed it most of the
time - but not when balls were shot through the study window on to the vicar
when he was preparing his sermon. They had a dance on the lawn every summer,
when candlelit fairy lights twinkled from the laburhum trees. Romance blossomed
with some, and the club was nicknamed 'The Marriage Bureau'. As honorary
Chaplain to the forces in 1939 and 1940 he used to visit the RAF 'balloon boys'
and soldiers in the Parish. One day he walked on to a gun site which had a new
big gun and a new crew. They challenged him and would not let -him go until
he had been identified at Downham's Shop in Kingsway. There had been a scare
of German spies being dropped by parachute, dressed as clergymen.
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Vincent Williams took the parish through the Second World War from 1941;
Denys Evans through the post war years; and Donald Shiels through the swinging
Sixties and Seventies, supported by his wife Lea, who founded the Link Club
for Ladies of all denominations. When Dudley Powell came in 1980 he had to
cope with accommodation for the rapidly growing population and opened up
the Vicarage Rooms for meetings and social occasions. He was joined in 1986
by Stephen Smith, the Vicar without a Church (so far). Still in Stoke Gifford
Parish, he is Vicar of Bradley Stoke.

Ivi I

A widower wanted to make a wooden cross for his late wife's grave, but the
Vicar needed to approve it first, so one stormy night he knocked at the Vicarage
door. While lightning was flashing and thunder roaring the 'au Pair' who was
staying there at the time opened the door to see a wet and wild-eyed figure
of a man bearing a heavy cross on his shoulder. She screamed and ran inside,
calling "Vicar, come quickly, Jesus Christ is at the back door". Another vicar
was so fed up with pigeon guano in the Church tower that he took his shot-gun
up there and scared them away.

cillors and r r rs of early 1900's

It would be impractical to mention everyone 'us old uns' remember but there
are a few that stand out and there are roads named after some of them. On
the Parish Council at that time were such people as George Parsons; a JP; Percy
Neate and George Cousins, great men in the Baptist Church; and lvor Collins,
involved with -LittleStoke School: and‘the Prust Committee in the 1950's.Ron
Morley was 'Mr. Stoke Gifford' of the mid 1900's and was very active in Parish
affairs and amongst other things restored the Church belfry. Perhaps some
of the present council will be immortalized in the future! Old stalwarts such
as Arthur Attwood, Alice Mawle etc. served the Church for many years. Dan
Smith and Gilbert Mortimer were the people's warden and vicar's warden
respectively. They fulfilled the role of all churchwardens of that time
administering Poor Law Relief (forerunner of the National Health and Social
Security services) as well as other duties. 15 )



Dan Smith of Court Farm, who kept Gloucester Old Spot pigs as well as a dairy
herd, sold land for the first new houses in Little Stoke and Smithcourt Drive
is named after him. Some of Gilbert Mortimer's Walls Court land was in Filton
Parish (hence Walls Court Road off Filton Avenue). Gilbert Bridgman also had
land in both Parishes and Bridgman Grove is off Filton Avenue on the other
side of Station Road.

Gilbert Mortimer lived with his brother Arthur, an ex-army captain, and his
wife Nell. When she felt bored Nell would get out her solid-tyred Trojan and
go chugchugging along to visit her friends or the village school, of which she
was a governor. Everyone would hear her coming. On one occasion her car
would not start, so Denis Rowland came next day to collect the battery for
charging. After the overnight rest she got it to start straightaway so she said
she would not have it charged now. When told that the battery would still be
flat if she turned off the engine and restarted it she said "That's alright, I'll
drive it round and round the field to charge it". It must have worked as Denis
did not see her again.

At Coldharbour Farm Mr. Pierce had a cow that would let you ride on her.
His daughter Mabel married Howard Davis of Little Stoke Farm. They were
great naturalists and one of their friends was Sir Peter Scott, yachtsman and
artist, son of Captain Robert Scott, the Antarctic explorer. When Howard spotted
some Lesser White Fronted Geese at Slimbridge he wrote to Sir Peter inviting
him to come and see them. As a result of this letter the Severn Wildfowl Trust
was formed in 1949 with Captain Berkeley, Peter Scott, Howard Davis, James
Robertson Justice, M. Bratby and K. Miller Jones as cofounders.

Heward avis Q;EL his father 3rnd{n&h¢r'

Fred Curtis (nicknamed Sheddy), the verger and sexton, was a smallhoider.
He kept bees and would get quite cross when they swarmed, but he let Bill Lydiard
and his friends help to catch them and taught them bee-keeping. Fred was
one of the few with a horse and canvas-covered cart who would act as carriers,
delivering produce and goods to and from Bristol and the local markets.
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Another such carter was Charlie lles, red-faced and jolly, who would pile people
on to his cart and take them to the station for outings. He was very popular
with the children. One day he was visited by Mr. James the local policeman,
who was checking on dog licences. When asked how many dogs he had Charlie
replied that he had two. "Have you got licences for them?" asked the P.C.
"No" said Charlie, "l take it that they are under 6 months old", said the P.C.
"No" said Charlie, "they're older than that; come and see them'". Charlie took
him inside and pointed to two china dogs on the mantlepiece "There they are"
he said.

Charlie and Fred were a welcome sight to anyone walking along the 'Long Road'
(New Road) to Filton Station or the Tram Terminus and they would gladly give
you a lift. Buses were few and far between in the 1920's and 30's, but at one
time there was a bus running seven days a week from Fishponds to Mead Road.
Most people used the trains to Lawrence Hill or Stapleton Road for town shopping.
Basic necessities were delivered to the door by Mitchell the fishman, Ted Draisey
the oilman (who also sold pottery and hardware and honey) and Ted Shergold
the Coalman.

There was a man called Mr. Williams who made very nice ice-cream in a stable
and rode through the village in a brightly coloured pony and trap, ringing a bell.
He was succeeded by the Eldorado man on a tricycle with a box on top, labelled
"Stop me and Buy One". Fred Fryer (2 man of many parts who could re-organise
an office or clear out a cess-pit) rode on a similar contraption with Wall's Ices.

Hunting. Shooti { Fishi

The Duke of Beaufort's hounds met regularly at the Beaufort Arms and everyone
turned out to watch them, including the children who escaped from school,
risking later punishment. Many people in the village 'walked' the hound puppies,
caring for them in their own homes. At one time 'Silverdale' in North Road
had been the Duke's hunting lodge, the living quarters being in the main part
and the stable block at the side, where the grooms slept on the floor above.
The Smithy was next door.

Mr. and Mrs Glencross hunted with the Beaufort in the early 1900's and came
to live at Harry Stoke Farm, renaming it 'The Paddocks'. They kept hunters
and polo ponies, and Bill Lydiard's step-father helped at the stables when he
was not at his job on the Great Western Railway as a fogger (putting detonators
on the line when it was foggy). One day they played polo in Filton with the
then Prince of Wales (Duke of Windsor) when most of the village went to watch
them. Mrs. Glencross was a commanding straight-backed figure when riding
through the village. When her husband died she moved to Wiltshire and Don
and Margaret Brimble came to live at the Paddocks. They had an Old English
Sheepdog, Bruce, who would sit in the drive watching the cows and the "world"
go by. They stabled some polo ponies at one time for Neville Scutt who lived
at 'The Cottage' near Bailey's Court.

The Pursey family at Bailey's Court were hosts to the Berkeley Hunt with their

striking yellow jackets. Edgar, one of the four sons, was a keen clay-pigeon
shooter and shot for the England team.
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As for fishing, the favourite places for minnows, sticklebacks and other tiddlers
were the brook, stonybottomed but clean and easy for paddliing, and the pond
in Parsonage Field. This was also the favourite place for potential suicides
- but not always successful. One man went there but came back because the
water was too cold.

Smoki | Drinki

Ivor Collins' father was one amongst others who grew their own tobacco, and
pressed the leaves through a wooden mangle. Perhaps the Quaker John Player
did the same at Court Farm, where he lived in the eighteenth century.

Mr. Hopton had a cider press and a large orchard in Rock Lane and made cider
for the farmers in the district as well as for his own business. His wife
(grandmother of Ron, Joan and Enid) would walk all the way to Stapleton to
meet her future husband, who would walk all the way back with her and then
go home himself.

George Downham remembers an army major in the 1940's who discovered that
there had been several inns in the past, as many as seven in the sixteenth century,
and 3 beer houses in 1850. Although 'Silverdale' had recently been the Portcullis
Inn there was just the Beaufort Arms (which had become an Inn in 1860) and
the Off Licence Beaufort House in Rock Lane in the early 1900's. (Later on
in the century there were to be the Magpie later called Magpies in Little Stoke
and the Rainbow club next to the Beaufort, which became the Parkway Tavern
in the 1980's).

GHOSTS
Some may see them, others not!! ...

In the 1930's there were reports of Over Court at Almondsbury being haunted.
This reminded people of some ghosts sighted in Stoke Gifford. There seemed
to have been several animals, such as goats, mules and dogs seen near the old
common at the dead end of Mead Road.

Val Curtis's father worked on the railway and was called out at 2 am. one morning
to deal with a derailed train. As he was cycling through Brickyard Lane off
Rock Lane he supposedly ran right through the ghost of a woman standing in
his way.

There might have been a poltergeist in an empty house that George Hartnell's
family went to visit. While their parents were outside the boys went inside,
only to find that stones were being thrown down the stairs at them. Their parents
searched and found nobody upstairs or in the grounds, and there was only one
way out.
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There were also some "non—ghosts". After the yew-trees had been planted in
the Churchyard a man walked ahead of his friend on the way to a Church meeting
but he ran back quickly, saying that the Churchyard was haunted. It was just
the moonlight on the swaying trees. Another man had heard of ghostly horses
and hounds crossing the old road bridge at Stoke Park at certain times, so he
decided to spend the night there. He was sitting down opening his packet of
bread and cheese when he heard a dog bark. His wrapping paper rustled and
he ran for his life - straight into the arms of the gamekeeper on his rounds.

There was a tale of a ghostly figure running through the village one moonlight
night. It turned out to be a man taking the night air without any clothes on.

JKDay Stoke Gyl Aot Opoe

IN LIVING MEMORY

The War Years On the first Sunday of September 1939 the vicar's son sat by
the radio and at 11.00 a.m. took a note to his father who announced from the
pulpit that war had been declared. After the service the air-raid siren sounded
the 'Alert' for the first time, and nothing happened. Then came the 'All Clear’
signal. The following months (the "Phoney War") seemed strangely normal,
except that some young men were called up, we were issued with identity cards,
ration books, gas masks, petrol coupons (for some) and the A.R.P. Wardens,
and later the Home Guard, prepared for action at home.

It was a different story in 1940 after the Dunkirk evacuation and the fall of
France, when aircraft could reach Britain. Stoke Gifford was vulnerable, being
so near to the B.A.C. (as it then was) and stray bombs were dropped in the village,
one killing some cows when a barn was hit. Many 'dog-fights' between our
Spitfires and enemy fighters were seen over Patchway during the Battle of
Britain. Marching troops were machine-gunned and others had narrow escapes.
The heavy drone of bombers could be heard overhead night after night and in
the daylight. Families took cover in Anderson sheiters or found a safe place
in cellars or under tables,- and the aircraft workers were dispersed to such places
as the school green and the Beaufort Arms. Bristol could be seen in flames
on the night in December when it was heavily bombed. The grim smoke-blackened
faces of the firemen walking up Park Street on the morning after and the fallen
buildings were a sight never to be forgotten.

19



in 1942 the old cry of "Got any gum chum"? must have been heard in the village.
The American Gl's had come to Stoke Gifford and were billeted in houses in
Little Stoke, parading on the surrounding roads. On the site of some bombed
houses in Lawford Avenue they built their canteen and often gave meals to
the children and adults, who ignored the rumours of rats in the area. The concrete
base is still in Mrs. Eve Townsend's back garden. An odd coincidence happened
some 40 years later when Eve and her late husband were holidaying in Jersey.
They met a Scotsman who had been in the Army and was stationed with the
'Purdown Percy' guncrew in Stapleton. Later he came down to Little Stoke
to help the Americans with their guns and he remembered the lovely food he
ate in their canteen.

Also in Little Stoke unexploded bombs were de-fused in what is now the Playing
Field and Park.

.
Baprist Chopel

i.

Stoke Gifford 1962

20



